
                                                     CASTLE ROCK TOWNSHIP                                        Approved 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS REGULAR MEETING 

January 8, 2018 @ 7:00 P.M. 

The regular monthly meeting of the Board of Supervisors of Castle Rock Township was convened at 

the Castle Rock Town Hall on Monday January 8, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Sandy Weber, 

Chair; Jon Juenke, Vice-Chair; Jeff Partington, Kelly Elvestad and Dave Nicolai, Supervisors; Barbara Lang, 

Clerk; and Rhonda Rademacher, Treasurer.  Also in attendance were Ken Betzold, Keith Jaeckels, Russ 

Zellmer, and Mark Henry. 

Sandy Weber called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

APPROVE AGENDA 

Jon Juenke made a motion and Dave Nicolai seconded to approve the agenda. 5 ayes.  Motion carried. 

CONSENT AGENDA REVIEW/APPROVE 

• December 11, 2017 Board of Supervisors Regular Meeting Minutes 

Kelly Elvestad made a motion and Jon Juenke seconded to approve the Consent Agenda.  5 ayes.  

Motion carried. 

Supervisor Elvestad then discovered a typographical error on the third page of the minutes and asked for that 

to be corrected from “Supervisor Kelly” to “Supervisor Elvestad.” 

Dave Nicolai made a motion and Jon Juenke seconded to amend the approved minutes for December 

11, 2017 to make this correction.  5 ayes.  Motion carried. 

PLANNING COMMISSION UPDATE 

Jeff Partington read the Planning Commission update as listed on the agenda: 

On December 18, 2017 the Planning Commission reviewed the following items: 

• Parcel Split Application, Glen Haefs, PID 07-01700-54-010 

Application documents and survey were reviewed.  Parcel split recommended to the Board of Supervisors for 

approval. 

• Review animal units allowed for Haven Acres per Resolution 2017-08.  Owners are requesting two 

additional animal units on an emergency basis for animal rescue. 

After discussion, it was recommended that the Clerk contact the Board Supervisors by e-mail this evening, as 

they would have to authorize this emergency variance.  If there is a majority of Supervisors who authorize 

this emergency, she is to contact Haven Acres as early as possible in the morning so they can take care of the 

rescue.  Mr. Partington indicated that there was a majority of Supervisors who authorized this, and the Clerk 

was able to contact Haven Acres as agreed so they could proceed with the horse rescue. 

• Planning Commission members were reminded that the Public Hearing to review and hear comments on 

the Draft Updated Comprehensive Plan has been set for March 26th prior to the Planning Commission 

meeting.  Time for Public Hearing TBD. 

REVIEW / APPROVE  

• Parcel Split Application, Glen Haefs, PID 07-01700-54-010 

Dave Nicolai made a motion and Jon Juenke seconded to approve this parcel split application.  5 ayes.  

Motion carried. 

• Resolution 2018-01 Resolution Approving a Parcel Split for Property Located within Section 17 of the 

Town 

Dave Nicolai made a motion and Jon Juenke seconded to approve this Resolution for the Parcel Split 

listed above.  5 ayes.  Motion carried. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Supervisors were reminded that they need to prepare their annual reports for the Annual Town Meeting on 

March 13, 2018.  Clerk provided copies of last year’s reports to all committee chairs as a guideline.  Reports 

should be submitted to the Clerk by the February 12th Board of Supervisors meeting. 



UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

• Review updated letter regarding mowing of right-of-ways.   

Clerk had been instructed to prepare notices following the May 2017 Road Inspections to be mailed out 

to appropriate property owners prior to spring 2018 planting season.  Supervisors reviewed the letter and 

approved the language, but asked that some of the verbiage should be in bold.  Clerk will make this 

update.   

Kelly Elvestad make a motion and Jon Juenke seconded that the updated letter should be mailed by 

the end of February.  5 ayes.  Motion carried. 

There was also some discussion about right-of-way signs that farmers have removed or knocked down, and if 

or when the signs will be repaired or replaced.  This topic will be discussed again in the spring. 

DAKOTA COUNTY SHERIFF UPDATE  

Deputy Renners was present from the Dakota County Sheriff’s Office.  He reminded all residents not to 

hesitate if they see an accident so the sheriffs are dispatched as quickly as possible.  He also indicated there 

has been some theft of copper pipes from irrigation systems, mostly in Eureka and Sciota townships.  Please 

contact them if anyone sees any suspicious activity. 

NEW BUSINESS 

• Discussion about Ordinance language 

Chair Sandy Weber indicated that she wants to review previous versions of the Zoning Ordinance.  She will 

work with the Clerk to review copies of previous versions of the Zoning Ordinance to check for any 

omissions that might have been made when the last update was done. 

NEW BUSINESS 

• A Variance Application has been received for location of rooftop solar panel system, which will require a 

Public Hearing.  Clerk was instructed to prepare the proper notices for a Public Hearing to be held at 

6:30 pm on Monday, January 22 prior to the regular monthly Planning Commission meeting. 

• Date for the annual Budget and Audit Meeting has been set for Thursday, February 22 at 6:30 pm. 

• Clerk provided a list of election judges to be appointed for the March 13 Township Election 

Dave Nicolai made a motion and Kelly Elvestad seconded to approve these judges.  5 ayes.  Motion 

carried. 

• Discussion about chlorpyrifos, a pesticide 

Chair Sandy Weber read information about this pesticide from a Star Tribune newspaper article, and some of 

the long term problems that it can cause.  Farmers should be careful if they use chemicals continuing this 

pesticide. 

ROAD REPORT 

• Township received payment of $10,343.69 per the contract with MnDOT for the Unofficial Detour 

Agreement.  Many thanks are owed to Mark Henry for the hours of work he spent with MnDOT officials 

to protect the interests of the township. 

• New clearance signs have been installed over the railroad trestle on 275th Street, as the old ones had 

become so faded they were hard to read. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Receipts  $   161,688.30                 

Current Investments $   847,035.43 

Kelly Elvestad made a motion and Jon Juenke seconded to approve the Treasurers Report.  5 ayes.  

Motion carried. 

REVIEW PAYROLL AND CLAIMS 

Payroll: $  2,922.39   Claim # 9118 – 9127 

Claims: $22,347.24 Claim # 9128 - 9143 

Total:   $25,269.63   



Dave Nicolai made a motion and Jon Juenke seconded to approve Payroll and Claims.  5 ayes.  Motion 

carried. 

*NOTE:  On January 9, an error was discovered and corrected for the claim/check to PERA.  Claim 

9141 originally approved in the amount of $586.79 and was corrected to be $333.91.  All Supervisors 

were notified of this correction by e-mail on January 9, 2018.   

Adjustments to the Payroll and Claims report listed above are as follows: 

Payroll: $  2,922.39 Claim #9118-9127 

Claims: $22,094.36 Claim #9128-9143 

TOTAL: $25,016.75 

CLERKS REPORT 

• Township Election Updates:  Reminder that Filing for the two Supervisor openings (Supervisor D and 

Supervisor E) began on January 2nd and runs through January 16th.   

• Reminder that the Public Hearing to hear comments and remarks on the Draft version of the 

Comprehensive Plan update will be held prior to the Planning Commission meeting on Monday, March 

26.  Legal notices will be taken care of by the town planner. 

• Please let Clerk know if you have any further updates that should be posted on the website.   

Following the Clerks Report, Chairman Weber indicated that a resident had contacted her regarding the 

Rural Residential 1 designation and the process for adding clustering to the Zoning Ordinance for that zoning 

designation.  She handed out copies of an e-mail she received from Town Planner Dean Johnson.  Prior to 

discussion, Supervisor Jon Juenke recused himself from the Board meeting table. 

Following is the information provided by Mr. Johnson: 

1. The expansion of Rural Residential designation in the comp plan is required before a rezoning of 

property from AG to RR1 is allowed. 

2. After the comp plan is approved (Met Council review then local adoption) with the Rural Residential 

expansion, the Zoning Map must be amended to show the corresponding land uses change. 

3. A zoning ordinance text amendment to allow clustering in the RR district is also required.  You can 

establish whatever standards you wish (e.g., lot size) without Met Council review/interference, as 

long as the density remains at 1:10. 

4. This text amendment can be completed before the comp plan is approved or zoning is changed – it 

simply can’t be utilized for any subdivision review in the newly expanded Rural Residential area 

until the comp plan update and rezoning are approved. 

Supervisor Elvestad asked if such clustering would apply to all RR1 land in the township.  Resident Russ 

Zellmer inquired if the zoning ordinance is going to be updated, who will be paying for it?  There was further 

general discussion, and it was decided that at this time the township will hold off on proceeding with any 

zoning ordinance update.  After the comp plan update is adopted, the zoning ordinance update will be 

discussed again. 

 

ADJOURN 

Kelly Elvestad made a motion and Jon Juenke seconded to adjourn.  5 ayes.  Motion carried.   

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:42 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Barbara M. Lang, Clerk 

Attest:  Sandy Weber, Chair of Board of Supervisors 


